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sides of the frontier is a group of still more western
origin, but much mingled with the former. The Hima-
layan districts, skirting the plains of the Panjab and
North-West Provinces, also preserve a considerable element
of northern origin; but here the people farther east and
north come from the eastern side of Central Asia, which
seems to have peopled the whole range along the British
frontier, and in the eastern sections of Upper India the
greater part of the Gangetic valley also. Across the
G-anges basin the dominant element numerically is a
lower race of darker colour and different features, stretch-
ing with few interruptions to the extremity of the
Peninsula and over the north part of Ceylon.

In general the element from West Central Asia is
found in a comparatively pure state in the Indus valley.
It rapidly deteriorates through fusion with dark blood
in the direction of the east, until it meets the north-
eastern strain in the Ganges delta. The strain of
northern blood south of the Central Belt of hills is of
the thinnest, and hardly extends into the plains at all.
But on the west coast some pure specimens may prob-
ably be found, and the general average of the dark
type throughout the Peninsula has apparently been
raised by prosperity and a long period of peace consider-
ably above the level of those tribes that have remained
in a somewhat wild state in the hills and forests.

In respect of religion the Hindu sects of all kinds
number 210,000,000, the Muhammadans 62,000,000,
the Buddhists over 9,000,000, the Jains 1,330,000, the
pagans 8,000,000, the Christians 2,923,000, and the
Jews 18,000.